Significant Figures
Pacific/Atlantic Rule

Pacific Atlantic

Decimal point PRESENT? Start from the PACIFIC!

Begin counting on the left hand (Pacific) side of the number. Move toward the right and
start with the first non zero digit.
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306.4000 = 7 significant figures

—
1200. = 4 significant figures

-»>
0.00004 = 1 significant figure

+
0.000040

2 significant figures

Decimal point ABSENT? Start from the ATLANTIC!

Begin counting on the right hand (Atlantic) side of the number. Move toward the left and
start with the first non zero digit.
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1200 = 2 significant figures
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1207 = 4 significant figures



